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1. Claims 1-29 have been examined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) 
a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the 
treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Rashmi Bhat. 
(hereinafter referred to as Bhat) (U.S. Publication No. 2002/0073314 Al). (Filed on Dec 7,2000) 

4. As per claim 1. Bhat discloses a method of return-to-owner security lockout for a 
portable electronic device [Figure 2A and 2B, ref. Num "216"] comprising: 

• Displaying return-to-owner information on an interface of the device 

[Figure 2A and 2B, ref. Num "216"] when a security lockout [figure 2A and 2B, ref. 
Num "212"] disables the device. [Page 2, ref. Num "0025" and "0026"] (The return-to- 
owner information is displayed on an interface shown on figure 2A and figure 2B ref. 
Num "216" when the security lockout shown on figure 2A and 2B, ref. Num "212" 
disables the devices when it is selected and the user is able to unlock/enable the 
system by only entering the correct password as shown on figure 2A and 2B, ref. Num 
"216") 
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5. As per claim 15. Bhat discloses a method of return-to-owner security lockout for a 
portable electronic device (Figure 2A and 2B, ref. Num "216"] comprising: 

• Receiving a lockout bypass input from a user; [Page 2, ref. Num "0025" and 
"0026"] (a lockout bypass input from a user is the valid password that the user inputs 
to unlock the system. A lockout bypass input is a valid password as explained on the 
submitted disclosure by the applicant on page 2, lines 1 1-12. The security module 

"1 16" shown on figure l,is coupled to the operating system and automatically locks 
out/ disables unauthorized access to the portable electronic devices shown on figure 2 A, 
ref. Num "208" and "210" by receiving username and password information every time 
the portable electronic devices are started or when the information button shown on 
figure 2A and 2B, ref Num "212" is selected) and 

• Comparing the bypass input to a bypass template for the electronic device 
to determine whether the bypass input is valid, [Page 2, ref Num "0025"] (the 
username and password is required every time electronic devices shown on figure 2A 
ref Num "208" and "210" are started. The password is compared with the password 
which is configured by the owner during initial registration and setup of the electronic 
devices shown on figure 2A and 2B ref Num "208" and "210" to determine whether or 
not it is a valid password.) 

• Wherein either when an invalid bypass input is received or when the bypass 
input is expected but not received, the electronic device is disabled and return-to- 
owner information is displayed using an interface of the disabled device, [Page 2, 
ref Num "0025" and ref Num "0026"] (The security module "116" shown on figure l,is 
coupled to the operating system and automatically locks out/disables unauthorized 
access to the portable electronic devices shown on figure 2A, ref Num "208" and "210" 
by requiring username and password information every time the portable electronic 
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devices are started or when the information button shown on figure 2 A and 2B, ref. 
Num "212" is selected. The return- to-owner information is displayed on an interface 
shown on figure 2A and figure 2B ref Num "216" when the security lockout shown on 
figure 2A and 2B, ref Num "212" disables the devices when it is selected and the user is 
able to unlock/ enable the system by only entering the correct password as shown on 
figure 2A and 2B, ref Num "216") and wherein when a valid bypass input is 
received, the electronic device is enabled for use by the user. [Figure 2A and Figure 
2B, ref Num "216", "Please enter the PASSCODE to unlock the system"] 

6. As per claims 21-24, Bhat discloses an electronic device [Figure 1, ref Num "110"; 

figure 2, ref Num "208" and "210"] having a return-to-owner security lockout [Figure 
2A and figure 2B, ref Num "216", "Please contact the Owner ..."] comprising: 

• A memory; [Page 2, ref Num "0024"; page 1, ref Num "0009"] (hardware 
microchip or the ownership indicia can be stored locally on the electronic device. As 
explained on page 1, ref Num "0009" the invention is for portable computers, PDA, 
mobile telephones or any storage based electronic device to allow ownership 
identification indicia of the device to easily displayed when the device is lost.) 

• A computer program stored in the memory; [Page 2, ref Num "0025";][The 
security module shown on figure 1, ref Num "116" can be implemented as a software or 
a firmware device for protecting data located on the electronic device. The software is 
nothing but a program stored in the memory of the device. The device also has an 
operating system which is also a program stored in the memory of the device.) 

• A user interface; [Figure 1, ref Num "114"; figure 2A and figure 2B, ref Num 
"214") and 
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• A controUer [Figure l,ref. Num "112"; figure 2A and figure 2B, ref Num "212"] 

that executes the computer program and controls the operation of the user 
interface and the memory, [Page 2, ref. Num "0025"; ref Num "0026"] (when the 
controller or the information button shown on figure 2A and 2B, ref Num "212" is 
selected it executes the security module shown on figure 1, ref Num "1 16" which is 
coupled to the operating system and controls the operation of the user interface and the 
memory by automatically locking out unauthorized access by disabling the electronic 
devices by requiring the password information and displaying ownership identification 
on the interface as shown on figure 2A and figure 2B, ref Num "216") wherein the 
computer program implements instructions that, [Figure 1, ref Num "116"; Page 2, 
ref Num "0025"][The security module shown on figure 1, ref Num "1 16" can be 
implemented as a software or a firmware device for protecting data located on the 
electronic device.) when executed by the controller, [Figure l,ref Num "112"; figure 
2 A and figure 2B, ref Num "212"] display return-to-owner information on the user 
interface when a security lockout disables the electronic device, [Page 2, ref Num 
"0025"; ref Num "0026"] (when the controller or the information button shown on figure 
2A and 2B, ref Num "212" is selected it executes the security module shown on figure 
1, ref Num "1 16" which is coupled to the operating system and controls the operation 
of the user interface and automatically locking out unauthorized access by disabling the 
electronic devices by requiring the password information and displaying ownership 
identification on the interface as shown on figure 2 A and figure 2B, ref Num "216") 

7. As per claims 2 and 25. Bhat discloses a method of return-to-owner security lockout 
for a portable electronic device as applied to claims 1 and 2 1 above. Furthermore Bhat 
discloses the method wherein the step of displaying comprises: comparing a security lockout 
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bypass input to a security bypass template in the electronic device; [Page 2, ref, Num 
"0025"] (the username and password is required every time electronic devices shown on figure 
2A ref. Num '*208" and "210" are started. The password is compared with the password which 
is configured by the owner during initial registration and setup of the electronic devices shown 
on figure 2A and 2B ref Num "208" and "210") and disabling the electronic device when the 
security bypass input is invalid, wherein the security bypass input is invalid when it does 
not correspond to the security bypass template. [Page 2, ref Num "0025" and ref Num 
"0026"] (The security module "116" shown on figure l,is coupled to the operating system and 
automatically locks out/ disables unauthorized access to the portable electronic devices shown 
on figure 2A, ref Num "208" and "210" by requiring username and password information every 
time the portable electronic devices are started or when the information button shown on figure 
2A and 2B, ref Num "212" is selected. The return-to-owner information is displayed on an 
interface shown on figure 2A and figure 2B ref Num "216" when the security lockout shown on 
figure 2A and 2B, ref Num "212" disables the devices when it is selected and the user is able to 
unlock/ enable the system by only entering the correct password as shown on figure 2 A and 
2B, ref Num "216" otherwise the device continues to be disabled) 

8. As per claim 3. Bhat discloses a method of return-to-owner security lockout for a 
portable electronic device as applied to claim 1 above. Furthermore Bhat discloses the method 
wherein the security lockout disables the device if no security lockout bypass input is received 
when expected or when the security lockout bypass input is received but does not correspond 
to a security bypass template stored in the electronic device[Page 2, ref Num "0025"] (the 
username and password is required every time electronic devices shown on figure 2A ref Num 
"208" and "210" are started. The password is compared with the password which is configured 
by the owner during initial registration and setup of the electronic devices shown on figure 2A 
and 2B ref Num "208" and "210" to determine whether or not it is a valid password. If valid 
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input is not received the device continues to be disabled as shown on figure 2A and figure 2B, 
ref. Num "216" and if the valid input is received the device will be enabled) 

9. As per claims 4.16-18 Bhat discloses a method of return-to-owner security lockout for 
a portable electronic device as applied to claims 2 and 15 above. Furthermore Bhat discloses 
the method the security bypass input is compared during a start-up process of the electronic 
device, each time the device is switched to an ON state. [Page 2, ref. Num "0025"] (The 
username and password is required every time electronic devices shown on figure 2A ref. Num 
"208" and "210" are started/ switched to ON state. The password is compared with the 
password which is configured by the owner during initial registration and setup of the 
electronic devices shown on figure 2A and 2B ref. Num "208" and "210") 

10. As per claims 5 and 6. Bhat discloses a method of return-to-owner security lockout for 
a portable electronic device as applied to claims 1 and 4 above. Furthermore Bhat discloses the 
method, wherein the disabled electronic device remains in a start-up mode indefinitely until a 
valid security lockout bypass enables the device. [Page 2, ref. Num "0025" and "0026"] (The 
return-to-owner information is displayed on an interface shown on figure 2A and figure 2B ref. 
Num "216" when the security lockout shown on figure 2A and 2B, 'ref. Num "212" disables the 
devices when it is selected and the user is able to unlock/enable the system by only entering 
the correct password as shown on figure 2A and 2B, ref. Num "216" otherwise the device 
remains in a start-up mode indefinitely until a valid security lockout bypass /password is 
entered and enables the device as shown on figure 2A and figure 2B, ref. Num "214".) 

1 1 . As per claims 7. 8.9 Bhat discloses a method of return-to-owner security lockout for a 
portable electronic device as applied to claim 1 above. Furthermore Bhat discloses the method, 
further comprising: enabling the electronic device when a valid security lockout bypass is 
received. [Figure 2A and Figure 2B, ref. Num "216", "Please enter the PASSCODE to unlock the 
system"] 



Application/Control Number: 09/982,345 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2132 

12. As per claims 10 and 11 . Bhat discloses a method of return-to-owner security lockout 
for a portable electronic device as applied to claim 2 above. Furthermore Bhat discloses the 
method, wherein the security lockout bypass comprises one or more of a password, a personal 
identification number (PIN), a fingerprint, a retinal scan, a coded radio frequency or infrared 
signal, a key, and a key card, the security lockout bypass being unique to an owner or an 
authorized user of the device. .[Figure 2A and Figure 2B, ref. Num "216", "Please enter the 
PASSCODE to unlock the system"] 

13. As per claims 12-14 and 26 , Bhat discloses a method of return-to-owner serurity 
lockout for a portable electronic device as applied to claims 1, 1 land 25 above. Furthermore 
Bhat discloses the method, wherein the electronic device is disabled and the return-to-owner 
information is displayed each time that the security bypass input is invalid. [Figure 2A and 2B, 
ref. Num "216"; figure 2A and 2B, ref. Num "212" ; Page 2, ref. Num "0025" and "0026"] (The 
return-to-owner information is displayed on an interface shown on figure 2A and figure 2B ref. 
Num "216" when the security lockout shown on figure 2A and 2B, ref. Num "212" disables the 
devices when it is selected and the user is able to unlock/ enable the system by only entering 
the correct password as shown on figure 2 A and 2B, ref. Num "216" otherwise the return to 
owner information continues to be displayed.) 

14. As per claims 19 and 20 . Bhat discloses a method of return-to-owner security lockout 
for a portable electronic device as applied to claim 15 above. Furthermore Bhat discloses the 
method, wherein the return-to-owner information comprises one or more of a name for an 
owner, an address for the owner, a telephone number for the owner, return-to-owner 
instructions, a device serial number, a name for a lost and found service, an address for the 
lost and found service, a telephone number for the lost and found service, lost and found 
service return instructions, return to manufacturer instructions, return to law enforcement 
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office instructions, and an informational message. [Figure 2A and figure 2B, ref. Num "216"; 
Page 2, Num *^0026"] 

15. As per claim 27, Bhat discloses a method of return-to-owner security lockout for a 
portable electronic device as applied to claim 25 above. Furthermore Bhat discloses the 
method, wherein the bypass template is stored in the memory. [Page 2, ref. Num "0025"] (the 
username and password is required every time electronic devices shown on figure 2A ref. Num 
"208" and "2 10" are started. The password is compared with the password which is 
configured/ stored by the owner during initial registration and setup of the electronic devices 
shown on figure 2A and 2B ref. Num "208" and "210") 

16. As per claims 28 and 29. Bhat. discloses a method of return-to-owner security lockout 
for a portable electronic device as applied to claim 25 above. Furthermore Bhat discloses the 
method, wherein the bypass input is received at the user interface. [Figure 2A and Figure 2B, 
ref. Num "216", "Please enter the PASSCODE to unlock the system"] 

Conclusion 

17. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. (See PTO-Form 892). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Samson B Lemma whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3806. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (8:00 am— 4: 30 pm). 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, BARRON JR GILBERTO can be reached on 571-272-3799. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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